




















134 | Testing Your Vocabulary�

1.	� Paradoxically, this successful 
politician is sometimes very 
sociable and other times very 

 .

A	 aloof

B	 genial

C	 trite

D	 pragmatic

E	 naïve

2.	� Uncertainty is an unavoidable 
part of the stock market; 
investors should, therefore, 
learn to accept doubt and 
tolerate  .

A	 futility

B	 pragmatism

C	 diffidence

D	 ambiguity

E	 sarcasm

3.	� Paleontologists like China’s 
Xu Xing now find themselves in 
the  situation of using 
state-of-the art equipment to 
analyze prehistoric fossils.

A	 futile

B	 nostalgic

C	 coveted

D	 paradoxical

E	 banal

4.	 �General MacArthur’s 
bold disregard for popular 
conventions and time-honored 
military strategies earned him 
a reputation for  .

A	 acquiescence

B	 audacity

C	 prudence

D	 indifference

E	 ambivalence

5.	� The scientist was both  
and  : she was always 
careful to test each hypothesis 
and cautious not to jump 
to conclusions.

A	 painstaking .. despondent

B	 nostalgic .. sentimental

C	 clandestine .. unconventional

D	 recalcitrant .. presumptuous

E	 meticulous .. prudent

6.	� Serena Williams is often 
described as having  
that is apparent in both her 
dazzling tennis performances 
and her flamboyant athletic-
wear designs.

A	 an equanimity

B	 a panache

C	 a superficiality

D	 a nonchalance

E	 a subtlety
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